
Notes on Contributors

Christina Bambrick is an assistant professor in the Political 
Science Department at the University of Notre Dame. She studies 
constitutional theory and development, American and comparative 
constitutionalism, and the history of political thought. Currently 
she is writing a book manuscript on the horizontal application of 
rights to non-state actors in comparative context. She has taught at 
Clemson University and published articles in Polity and Publius: 
The Journal of Federalism. She received her doctorate in govern-
ment from the University of Texas at Austin.

Kirstin Anderson Birkhaug is an assistant professor of politi-
cal science at Hope College in Holland, Michigan, where she 
teaches political theory and American politics. Her research is 
primarily on early American political thought, with an emphasis on 
the contributions of women. In addition to her recent project in 
the PSR, she has a forthcoming review in American Political 
Thought, and she has contributed to edited volumes on political 
economy. She is also the book reviews editor for the Journal of 
Religion, Culture, and Democracy.

Rachel Alexander Cambre is a visiting fellow in the B. 
Kenneth Simon Center for American Studies and the Center for 
Education Policy at the Heritage Foundation, where she writes on 
liberal education and the classical education movement. Her work 
has been published in journals like Interpretation: A Journey of 
Political Philosophy and Perspectives on Political Science, as well as 
outlets like Law & Liberty, Tablet Magazine, and First Things. She 
received her PhD in political science from Baylor University and 
has held postdoctoral fellowships at Princeton University and the 
University of Virginia.

Danielle Charette is the associate director for the Program on 
Constitutionalism and Democracy at the University of Virginia and 
an assistant professor of politics in UVA’s general faculty.
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Julie E. Cooper is a senior lecturer (associate professor) in the 
Political Science Department at Tel Aviv University. Her research 
interests include the history of political theory; early modern politi-
cal theory, especially Hobbes and Spinoza; secularism and seculari-
zation; Jewish political thought; and modern Jewish thought. She is 
the author of Secular Powers: Humility in Modern Political 
Thought (Chicago, 2013). Her work has appeared in such journals 
as Review of Politics, The Historical Journal, Political Theory, and 
Jewish Quarterly Review. She  is currently working on a book 
project, tentatively entitled Politics without Sovereignty? Exile, 
State, and Territory in Jewish Thought, that examines modern 
attempts to reimagine and rehabilitate Judaism’s national and 
political dimensions.

Gianna Englert is an assistant professor of political science at 
Southern Methodist University, where she teaches political theory 
and the history of political thought. Beginning Fall 2024, she will 
be assistant professor of humanities in the Hamilton Center at the 
University of Florida. Her book Democracy Tamed: French 
Liberalism and The Politics of Suffrage is to be published by 
Oxford University Press in April of 2024.

Brigid Flaherty is a PhD candidate in political science at 
Baylor University, where she teaches and researches American 
political thought, constitutional theory, and constitutional 
interpretation. 

Sarah H. Gustafson is an assistant professor of politics at the 
Catholic University of America in Washington, DC. She earned her 
PhD at Harvard University, where her dissertation focused on the 
thought of Alexis de Tocqueville and where she was a Harold Laski 
Fellow. She received her MA in the history of political thought at 
Queen Mary University of London, where she won the Quentin 
Skinner Prize for Excellence in the History of Political Thought. 
Previous to that she received a BA in history from Davidson 
College. Her interests include nineteenth-century political thought, 
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French and American political thought, ancient and medieval 
political philosophy, and topics such as religion, Catholic thought, 
feminism, political economy, and philanthropy.

Ann Hartle is Professor Emeritus, Emory University. She is the 
author most recently of What Happened to Civility? The Promise 
and Failure of Montaigne’s Modern Project (Notre Dame, 2022).

Jennifer A. Herdt is Gilbert L. Stark Professor of Christian 
Ethics at Yale University’s Divinity School. She is the author of 
numerous books, among them Assuming Responsibility: Ecstatic 
Eudaimonism and the Call to Live Well (Cambridge, 2022), 
Forming Humanity: Redeeming the German Bildung Tradition 
(Chicago, 2019), and Putting on Virtue: The Legacy of the Splendid 
Vices, Religion and Faction in Hume’s Moral Philosophy (Chicago, 
2008), and has published widely on virtue ethics, early modern and 
modern moral thought, and political theology. She serves on the 
editorial boards of The Journal of Christian Ethics, Studies in 
Christian Ethics, and The Journal of Religion. In addition, she 
served as the 2020 president of the Society of Christian Ethics 
and from 2013 to 2021 served as the academic dean of Yale 
Divinity School.

Mary M. Keys is a professor of political science at the University 
of Notre Dame whose research and teaching interests span a broad 
spectrum of political theory, with a special focus on Christianity, 
ethics, and political thought. She is the author of Pride, Politics, 
and Humility in Augustine’s “City of God” (Cambridge, 2022) and 
Aquinas, Aristotle, and the Promise of the Common Good 
(Cambridge, 2006). Her work includes articles and chapters in the 
American Journal of Political Science, History of Political Thought, 
Perspectives on Political Science, The Oxford Handbook of Rhetoric 
and Political Theory, The Cambridge Handbook of Natural Law 
and Human Rights, and The Cambridge Companion to Augustine’s 
“City of God.” She has held various fellowships, including a NEH 
Fellowship supporting her ongoing research project on humility, 
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modernity, and the science of politics, and she has been a visiting 
scholar at Harvard University and the University of Chicago.

Veronica Roberts Ogle is the assistant professor of political and 
social thought and the Augustinian Catholic intellectual tradition in 
the Humanities Department at Villanova University. Her research 
focuses on the intersection between theology and political philoso-
phy in Augustine’s thought. She has published in such journals as 
The Journal of Religious Ethics, Augustinian Studies, and Studia 
Patristica and is the author of Politics and the Earthly City in 
Augustine’s “City of God” (Cambridge University Press, 2020). 

Arlene W. Saxonhouse is Caroline Robbins Collegiate Professor 
of Political Science, Emerita, at the University of Michigan. She is 
the author of Women in the History of Political Thought: Ancient 
Greece to Machiavelli (1985), Fear of Diversity: The Birth of 
Political Science in Ancient Greek Thought (1995), Athenian 
Democracy: Modern Mythmakers and Ancient Theorists (1996), 
and Free Speech and Democracy in Ancient Athens (2006) and is 
the co-editor of Thomas Hobbes, Three Discourses: A Critical 
Modern Edition of Newly Identified Work of the Young Hobbes 
(1997). She has also written numerous journal articles and book 
chapters on ancient and early modern political thought, with a 
special focus on gender and democratic theory.

Vicki A. Spencer is an honorary associate professor in politics at 
the University of Auckland. She is a political philosopher/theorist 
working on cultural and religious diversity. She specializes in 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century thought as well as contempo-
rary political theory. She is the author of Herder’s Political Thought: 
A Study of Language, Community, and Culture (Toronto, 2012) 
and Toleration in Comparative Perspective (Lexington, 2018) and 
is the co-editor of Visions of Peace: Asia and the West (Routledge, 
2014) and Disclosures (Routledge, 2000). In addition, she has 
published articles in many journals, including The Review of 
Politics, International Theory, and Nations and Nationalism. She is 
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currently working on a sole-authored book entitled Recognition 
and Humility and on a special edition on the late-eighteenth-
century German philosopher Johann Gottfried Herder for The 
European Legacy.

Abby Staysa is a postdoctoral fellow at the Civitas Institute and 
lecturer in government at the University of Texas at Austin. She 
was a 2022–23 John and Daria Barry Postdoctoral Research Fellow 
in the James Madison Program at Princeton University. She 
received her PhD in political theory and constitutional studies 
from the University of Notre Dame (2023).

Brianne Wolf is an assistant professor of political theory at 
James Madison College at Michigan State University. She special-
izes in the history of political thought, with a focus on the Scottish 
and French Enlightenments, liberalism, moral judgment, and 
political economy. She has published on Jean-Jacques Rousseau, 
Adam Smith, Alexis de Tocqueville, and Friedrich Hayek. Currently 
she is at work on a book-length study of the role taste has in solving 
problems of individualism in the liberal tradition in the thought of 
David Hume, Rousseau, Smith, and Tocqueville.


